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taken, but first came to an agreement and then
prepared the documents.

It must not be supposed, however, that either
Ashburton or Webster sacrificed the claims of his
own Government. Webster certainly was a good
attorney for the United States in settling the bound-
ary disputes, as is shown by the battle of the maps.
The territorial contentions of both countries hung
largely upon the interpretation of certain clauses
of the first American treaty of peace. Webster
therefore ordered a search for material to be made
in the archives of Paris and London. In Paris
there was brought to light a map with the bound-
ary drawn in red, possibly by Franklin, and sup-
porting the British contention. Webster refrained
from showing this to Ashburton and ordered search
in London discontinued. Ironically enough, how-
ever, a little later there was unearthed in the Brit-
ish Museum the actual map used by one of the
British commissioners in 1782, which showed the
boundary as the United States claimed it to be.
Though they had been found too late to affect the
negotiations, these maps disturbed the Senate dis-
cussion of the matter. Yet, as they offset each
other, they perhaps facilitated the acceptance of
the treaty.